Andrew ‘Reverend’ Wheeler

CONGRATULATIONS ON 300 GAMES

Subject to selection, Rev is set to play his 300th game for the club this weekend. After what seems like 55 years at the Club the great man is still running around in A-Ressies alongside fellow veteran Erk Dog, and by all accounts still performing extremely well.

We caught up with the great Rev Wheeler as he joins this illustrious club, which few before him have managed to achieve. 

· Rev, thanks for making time to catch up with me prior to this week’s important fixture. It didn’t seem that long ago you were playing your 200th for the club although your body would probably say otherwise! Given very few people have reached the 300 game mark at the club, can you tell us what it means to you?

It is a combination of 22 years of loving football but probably more importantly playing with good mates. The number of games has never been a consideration but the mates you make at the club each season is something you don’t lose.
· Do you think your body has held up over the years due to your strict pre game routine of a large ice coffee and a couple of darts? 

No doubt the Iced Coffee and darts assisted but another couple of factors have contributed, and they are – never stretching and definitely medicated drugs of pain killers and ant-inflammatory so as not to miss too many games.
· What or whom brought you down to the UFC?
Andrew Parker / Parksy got me down to the club. He asked me to come to the Triple P after the last Thursday Training before the first game. I did and played that weekend for the A-colts under 8 Bucks.
· How many flags have you been involved with during your time at the Club?

I think the last time I tried to work that out it was 11 grand finals played for 9 victories and 2 losses.
· Tell me who the coaches you’ve had in your time at the club and a bit about each of them?

I can’t list all coaches as there have been somewhere in the vicinity of 18! Some that I have had a lot to do with are:
George K – Great coach who manages to bring together a core bunch of guys who stuck together for a number of years in which we picked up a couple of flags.

8 Bucks – Was my first coach in A-colts. In the first year of colts 8 Bucks received the distinction of the first colts side not to make the grand final in quite some years.

Fish Taylor – Was my colts coach in my second year, in which we went on to win the flag.

Chas Gow – Great bloke and as a coach I loved the way he told things as they were. No one could claim they didn’t understand. But more importantly Chas not only gave so much time to the team he was coaching but also the club.
Simon Whybrow – Whybs coaches A Res and he gave me the opportunity to play in a couple of grand finals.
Howard Styles – Once again great bloke, but Howdy had a fantastic knowledge of the game, which eventually saw him have the opportunity to coach A grade. Howdy also called things as he saw them. He always made a point early in the season that anything directed at someone wasn’t personal and it never was but it needed to be said.
· Although you presence has been sorely missed at a few function this year (having a few kids and all) you must have had some funny times at the Club in a social sense. What are some of your funniest memories from these events over the years?

Having been over 22 years way too many to remember. But outside of Triple P nights the one thing that jumps to mind is the medal count for C grade when Jim Malone was coaching. The medal count was held on a pig farm. Which after a couple of drinks and a bit of rain as you can imagine I don’t think there was anyone who hasn’t been involved in mud wrestling. Then the bus driver refused to let anyone get on the bus to get home unless they had been hosed downed. Which resulted in a bus load of guys returning to Perth not wearing very much clothing.
The other medal count of memory was when Chas Gow was coaching and the medal count was held at Freo Prison with a theme of On Flew Over the Cookoos Nest. Some may say that it possibly should have been his choice of outfit more often that just this one occasion but Chas spent the Medal count in a straight jacket.
· And what about on-field highlights?

Obviously the flags. But to choose out of any of those you cant, but a very important one was when Howdy and Myself coached. It was after Howdy, myself and a small group of guys had stuck together in the lower grades even when getting belted every week over a couple of years. That grandfinal win was particularly satisfying due to the couple of years prior to that.
· You have seen quite a few players come and go over the years. Who has impressed you on the field the most?

Too many good players either still at the club or come and gone to choose one. If I had to single out one player I would say the most naturally talented player I thought was Rooter Rohr.
· There were some rumours that you had retired last year and you ended up playing in the Ressies – talk us through that one?

The rumours didn’t start with me, but I am sure that there are a few who think it is well and truly time I did retire. I have needed a operation on my shoulder for some years now and I did state before that once I have had that operation that that would be it for footy as I wasn’t prepared to injure it again. But seeing as I haven’t had the operation there doesn’t seem to be a need to retire.
· In both the current A Grade side and A-Ressies side, who would you not like to line up on and why?

I thin in A grade it would be Wiesey, as he doesn’t give his opponent an inch and doesn’t hold back. From ressies it would have to be Erkdog as he ahs too much pace!
· What was the Greatest Victory you have been involved in?
Once again too hard to pick just one win to be the greatest. Probably the most memorable would be D grade grand final when George K was coaching. We played Coobelup in the final. By halftime we were 12 goals to nil up when due to them having 14 players left on the field due to the rest being sent off the umpires called the game off. Then due to the violence of even the spectators we were ordered to remain in the change rooms until the police had cleared the ground. The thing that made that particular day special was the fact that A grade won their last grand that day as well.
· Who is the Most Memorable Player you have played with?
If I have to single out just one, I would say Howard Styles. Howdy was one of the toughest players I have played with.
· After coming off a great bus trip last weekend, and many others in the past, you must have a few good stories. What is the funniest moment you’ve had/seen on a bus trip?
The guys on the bus who choose to get their old fellas out in order to get the girls to get their tits out!
· Who do you sit next to in the change rooms?
Before the game no one in particular. But after the game normally someone else who is also going to have a dart eg Wolfy.
· What is your favourite position both on and off the field?
On the field it would have to be in the middle, so I can move around and fill the holes. So off the field would be in the same position.
· Favourite Movie, Food, Beverage?

Rocky 0 Steak – Bourbon and Coke and Iced Coffee
· What would you say are the strengths of your game?

Don’t know if there are any strengths, if anything maybe that I will keep going all game and very rarely injured.
· And, other than not being able to kick left foot (or not bothering to) , the weaknesses? (if any)

Too many to list.
· Rev, where do you see yourself in 5, 10 and 20 years?
Hopefully sitting on the sidelines with the likes of Neil Donaldson watching A grade carrying on the success they have started to have this year. Also as both my kids are girls I will be making sure that they are not down at the club.
· Word Association. What do you think of when I say the following?

Ice coffee – Pre game warm up
Thursday night beer – Essential part of picking a side for Saturday
Wolfy – Great Bloke – Fantastic inclusion to the club. A true bogan after my own heart!
Bricks -  Job Satisfaction
Triple P -  Essential part of the season. Also the reason foe me joining UFC
AJ – Very messy nights
Young blokes at the Club - Soft
300 games -  Not the end of a great way to spend a Saturday
Shirtfront -  Howard Styles
Medal Count – Extremely messy but the best way to finish a season.
Neil Donaldson - UFC
Bus Trips – Stones Green Ginger Wine
Keg Off – Getting quicker
8 bucks – Legend with a club games record which I doubt will be surpassed
Greg Erskine – Legend also. First thought is only a year younger than myself. Also grateful for him giving me an opportunity to play my 300th game!
Reverend you are a Club man of the highest caliber and what a great career you have had – not only with a number of flags you’ve been involved with but as a sensational bloke on and off the field.

Well done mate and on behalf of all of the Club we wish you all the best for the big game.

